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ABOUT THIS TRANSCRIPT

The Environmental Data Governance Initiative, is committed to enhancing research use of
the interviews by preparing carefully edited transcripts of those recordings. The preparation of
interview transcripts begin with the creation of a verbatim typescript of the recording and
proceeds through review and editing by members of EDGI; interviewees also review the
typescript and can request additions, deletions, or that sections be redacted. We have
established guidelines to help us maintain fidelity to the language and meaning of each
recorded interview while making minor editorial adjustments for clarity and readability. Wherever
possible, we supply the full names of people, organizations, or geographical locations
mentioned during the interview. We add footnotes to the transcript to provide full citations for
any publications that are discussed, to point to extant oral history interviews, and to clear up
misstatements or provide context for ambiguous references in the transcript. We use brackets to
indicate the addition of material that was not in the audio, and bracketed ellipses to indicate the
deletion of recorded material. The transcript also includes time stamps at ten-minute intervals.
We omit without noting most instances of verbal crutches and all instances of non-lexical
utterances. We also make small grammatical corrections where necessary to communicate
interview participants’ meaning. With the availability of online full-text searching of our
transcripts, the EDGI does not include an end index.
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ETM-SBU-003
[…]
<T: 65 min>
INTERVIEWEE:

Yes. I have a more recent example, which makes me think that I now have
two points of data, if you want to jump to the more recent example.

INTERVIEWER:

I think we can start to do that.

INTERVIEWEE:

This more recent example jumps all the way to 2000 to 2006, when we end
up with Republicans through the whole chain of command and in Congress.
So I guess I did put down that I currently teach the basic course in climate
change at Penn.

INTERVIEWER:

Yes.

INTERVIEWEE:

I start to get involved in climate change-related issues 2003-2004, and I
won’t go into the whole project and everything unless you want me to go into
it later, but the bottom line is I find out when I take my boss who, at the time,
was the Director of the Office of Water in headquarters with me to go talk to
the…Actually, he wasn’t the Director of Waters, the next level down was the
Director of one of the Water Program Divisions in headquarters to talk to his
counterpart about a joint project and being told that not only are we not
allowed to talk about climate change, but that they hadn’t actually updated
the website between 2000 and 2006.

INTERVIEWER:

They had done nothing on the website.

INTERVIEWEE:

Correct.

INTERVIEWER:

This is with regard to climate change.

INTERVIEWEE:

Correct. You know, the hearings started in Congress in the late 80s. The
project that got me there that resulted in me finding out that EPA’s Air Office
was not allowed to discuss climate change—

INTERVIEWER:

Was that kind of a mandate?

INTERVIEWEE:

I have no idea. The implication I had gotten, not just from that but from other
things I’d heard in the Office of Water who I was working for at the time, was
basically the Department of Interior Secretary is running the Environmental
Policy for this Administration.1

INTERVIEWER:

That would suggest that this person, I forget the name, who was Department
of Interior?

INTERVIEWEE:

I don’t remember.
<T: 70 min>

1

Gale A. Norton was the U.S. Department of the Interior Secretary from 2001-2006 under
President George W. Bush.
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INTERVIEWER:

But this person was also calling the shots directly or indirectly for EPA as
well in terms of what the Air Office was doing.

INTERVIEWEE:

Yes, policy at that level, it’s hard to tell who’s calling policy whether it’s being
operated out of the White House. Sometimes a lot of the calls get made out
of the White House it seems. Sometimes the administrators and the
Secretaries of the Interior are given a lot of freedom. It’s hard to understand
and I only have hearsay as to how it might be. […]
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